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Elmantas Meilus

Kai kurios Alberto Vijuko-Kojalaviciaus knygos
Apie 1648 ir 1649 mety Zygius
pries ZaporoZés kazokus (De Rebus Anno 1648 &
1649 contra Zaporovios Cosacos Gestis)'
parasymo aplinkybes?

Alberto Vijiko-Kojalaviciaus veikalg Apie kazokus, matyt, galima buty laikyti XVII a.
publicistikos pavyzdziu, nes iSleistas 1651 m., praéjus 2-3 metams po aprasomy jvykiy,
jis, aisku, buvo ragomas is karto po jy, t.y. 1650 m. Sunku dabar pasakyti, kas paskatino
autoriy imtis $io darbo ir kodeél jis jo netesé vélesniais metais, t.y. kodél jis neaprasé veliau
vykusiy nemaziau svarbiy jvykiy, kuriy liudininkas buvo. Kad ir kaip baty, $is jo darbas
yra neabejotinai vertingas® kaip $altinis, padedantis pazinti batent nuo aprasomy jvykiy
XVII a. viduryje prasidéjusj bendros Lenkijos-Lietuvos valstybés — Abiejy Tauty Respub-
likos nuosmukj, kuris galiausiai XVIII a. pabaigoje atvede iki Sios valstybés zlugimo.
Neéra ziniy, jog pats autorius buty dalyvaves savo aprasomuose jvykiuose (tuo metu jis
gyveno ir dirbo Vilniuje*), bet, matyt, 1650 m. jo gyvenime atsirado kirybiné pertrauke-
le, nes tais metais pasirodeé dvi jo knygos — Lietuvos istorijos pirma dalis bei Jvairenybes
apie Bainycios biiklg Lietuvos Didziojoje Kunigaikstijoje®, ir jis nusprendé aprasyti to
meto svarbiausius jvykius Respublikoje (nors kai kurie taip ir liko vos paminéti, pvz.,
Salies valdovo mirtis ir naujojo isrinkimas). Tiesa, Kojalavicius, atrodo, nebuvo pirmas
autorius, iSspausdings darbg apie kai kuriuos jo minimus jvykius: pvz., istorinéje literata-
roje minima, kad jau 1649 m. buvo isleista kazkokio vokiecio karininko brosiara, kurio-
je aprasytas ty mety viduryje jvykes Lojevo musis® bei Gazette de France isspausdinta
Lenkijos kanclerio Jurgio Osolinskio paliepimu parengta labai pagrazinta Zborovo kau-
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Regarding Certain Circumstances of Writing the Book
by Albertas Vijikas-Kojalavi¢ius De Rebus Anno 1648 & 1649
contra Zaporovios Cosacos Gestis

SUMMARY

The subject of analysis in this article is a book by a famous Lithuanian historian of the 17" century, a
Jesuit rector of the Vilnius Academy, Albertas Vijikas-Kojalavicius, published in Vilnius in 1651 and
describing the initial stage (1648-1649) of the rebellion by Ukrainian Cossacks led by Bohdan Chmelnicki.
This 102 pages’ study in Latin is defined in the article as an example of the 17* century journalism,
meant to inform the enlightened European public of the contemporary events taking place in the
Commonwealth of the Two Nations, i.e. the joined state of Lithuania and Poland. It is a valuable source
of that time.

The book comprises three “short narratives”: 1) of the military campaigns of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania against the Zaporovian Cossacks in 1648-1649 (p. 1-52); 2) of the military actions performed
in 1648 by the Russian marshal, Duke Jeremijas Mykolas Kaributas Visneveckis (Wisniowiecki) against
Zaporozhian Cossacks (p. $3-70); and 3) of the battle between the royal army and that of the ruler of
Crimea, taking place in 1649 at Zborovo (p. 71-102). The circumstances of writing the book and the
sources used by the author also get discussed in the article. Parts of the book, describing events related
to the history of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania are briefly surveyed as well (in general, only the first part
of the book deals with its history, whereas the second one hardly contains such data at all, and the third
part just lists separate Lithuanian political and military leaders and Lithuanian troops taking part in the
battle at Zborovo).

According to the author of the book, the Lithuanian army has been involved into the events related to
the rebellion since its very beginning. It was both protecting Lithuanian borders against the spreading
mutiny and taking active measures to invade Ukraine and to divert quite a substantial part of Chmelnicki’s
troops upon itself. Especially great attention is devoted in the book to the Lithuanian victory against
Cossacks nearby town of Lojevo in 1649, which made top news in Europe of that time. Thus Lithuanians
gave some relief to the Polish army. Lithuanian troops and their leaders played an important role in the
famous battle at Zborovo as well.
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