
In this a l b u m created by ta lented a n d professional photographers , the masters of art, w e find 

only a small part o f the Festival aura that can truly be felt w h e n div ing into the s tormy c r o w d . 

Today this a l b u m is a un ique a n d only chron ic le o f the Festival whe re w e can see the stars of 
the K la ipeda jazz festival sh in ing bright a n d the still m o m e n t s o f the s tormy c rowds . T h e wor r y 
wr ink les o n the organizers' faces are also captured ; however , wr ink les turn into smiles upon the 
s o u n d o f jazz. Th i s is a history o f a s imp le but s incere mirac le , K la ipeda Cast le Jazz Festival, all of 
us c reated a n d w i tnessed and , hopefu l l y wi l l carry on . Th i s is not a Festival in the city a n y m o r e 
but a c i ty in the Festival a c c o m p a n i e d by the loyal m o t t o : G O O D MUSIC FOR COOD PEOPLE. 

I bel ieve that w e have b e c o m e at least a little bit better dur ing all those years, and today no one 

w o n d e r s w h e n K la ipeda is ca l led a L i thuanian New Orleans. 

F r o m m y jazzy hear t I t h a n k all t he peop le w h o he lped to create this a l b u m , w h i c h wi l l a 

ch ron i c l e o f t he Festival a n d wi l l have a b ib l iographica l va lue breath ing jazz pass ion f rom 

eve ry page. 

Sincerely a n d mus ica l ly Yours , 

Festival's founder V y t a u t a s Grub l iauskas-Kongas 

m 
• ^ • v e n though the fate d id n o t a l low m e to s tand at the cradle of K la ipeda Cast le Jazz Festival 

fifteen years ago, I a m thankfu l for an o p p o r t u n i t y that led m e to the festival a n d m a d e m e fall 

in love w i t h it a d e c a d e ago. 

I f o u n d out f rom Kongas , that the 10th anniversary Festival w a s a special , un ique and 
unforgettable event w i t h a leading star o f the jazz universe M a y n a r d Ferguson! I also learned 
that the 9 th Festival cou ld have been c o m p a r e d to Beethoven's O d e to Joy carry ing joy and 
faith into the p o w e r o f Jazz a n d its spells w i t h the legendary jazz artist Toots Th ie lemans . It 
is s ymbo l i c that this wh i te-ha i red jazz legend b e c a m e a p ioneer w h o o p e n e d a new page in 
the history o f the Festival . He o p e n e d the doors to the sh in ing light of the wor ldw ide famous 
jazz stars in the sky o f K la ipeda Cast le Jazz Fesdval . Each year the festival had become more 
marve lous a n d un ique , str iv ing for the n e w heights . 

Today I s t and at the th resho ld o f the X V festival . "This wil l be a truly wonder fu l jazz fiesta," I 

wh i spe r to mysel f a n d all the jazz fans, f r iends a n d col leagues. I dear to d ream out loud , that 

not on ly K la ipeda but also the w h o l e L i thuan ia wil l part ic ipate in the X V Festival because the 

thr i l l ing artists w i t h their spectacu la r mus i c wil l invite to celebrate eve rybody w h o believes that 

life w i t h o u t jazz is a mistake . 
i 

I a m happy that this a l b u m wil l r e m i n d y o u the long a n d colorfu l road of the fiftieen years that 
w e have t rave led together Th i s road w a s lit w i t h the light of such stars as Billy G o b h a m , Mike 
Main ier i , V i c to r Bailey, J im Beard, C h i c o & T h e Gyps ies , Eric Mar ien tha l , Jojo M a y e r M a c e o 
Parker, Joe Sample , Randy C r a w f o r d a n d m a n y more . 

Deep in my heart I bel ieve that y o u wil l find at least the smal lest beam of wonder fu l mus ic in 

this a l b u m breath ing the spirit o f K la ipeda Jazz Festival . I w ish y o u a joyfu l a n d happy journey in 

the pages o f K la ipeda Cast le Jazz Festival h i s tory 

Sincerely a n d jazzy Yours , 

Festival's organizer Inga Grub l iausk iene 






